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The  Story  of  a  Generous  Man 

By  PRESIDENT  GEORGE  ALBERT  SMITH 


ONE  day  on  the  street  I  met  a  friend 
whom  I  had  known  since  boyhood.  I 
had  not  visited  with  him  for  some  time,  and 
I  was  interested  in  being  brought  up  to  date 
concerning  his  life,  his  problems,  and  his 
faith,  therefore  I  invited  him  to  go  to  a 
conference  in  Utah  County  with  me.  He 
drove  his  fine  car  (the  make  of  car  I  was 
driving  had  not  been  received  into  society 
at  that  time).  He  took  his  wife,  and  I  took 
mine. 

At  the  conference,  I  called  on  him  to 
speak.  I  did  not  know  what  it  might  do 
to  him,  but  I  thought  I  would  take  a 
chance.  He  made  a  fine  talk.  He  told 
of  his  trips  to  the  East,  how  he  explained 
the  gospel  to  the  people  he  met,  and  how 
grateful  he  was  for  his  heritage.  He  stated 
that  his  opportunities  in  the  world  had  been 
magi  tied  and  multiplied  because  his  father 
and  r  lother  had  joined  the  Church  in  the 
Old  World. 

As  we  drove  home,  he  turned  to  me  and 
said:  "  My,  this  has  been  a  wonderful  con- 
ference.      I  have  enjoyed  it." 

I  thought  to  myself  he  was  like  one  of 
our  sisters  who  came  home  from  fast  meet- 
ing and  said  to  her  family  :  ' '  That  is  the 
best  meeting  I  ever  attended." 

One  of  the  daughters  said:  "  Well, 
Mother,  who  spoke?  "  And  then  her 
mother  replied,   "  I  did." 

I  thought  he  had  enjoyed  it  because  he 
himself  had  participated.  I  was  glad  he 
had.       Then  he  said:    "  You  know  I  have 


heard  many  things  in  this  conference,  but 
there  is  only  one  thing  that  I  do  not  under- 
stand the  way  you  do." 

I  said:    "  What  is  it?  " 

"  Well,"  he  said,  "it  is  about  paying 
tithing. " 

He  thought  I  would  ask  him  how  he  paid 
his  tithing,  but  I  did  not.  I  thought  if  he 
wanted  to  tell  me,  he  would.  He  said: 
"  WTould  you  like  me  to  tell  you  how  I  pay 
my  tithing? 

I  said,   "  If  you  want  to,   you  may." 

"  Well,  he  said,  "  if  I  make  ten  thou- 
sand dollars  in  a  year,  I  put  a  thousand 
dollars  in  the  bank  for  tithing.  I  know- 
why  it's  there.  Then  when  the  bishop 
comes  and  wants  me  to  make  a  contribu- 
tion for  the  chapel  or  give  him  a  cheque 
for  a  missionary  who  is  going  away,  if  I 
think  he  needs  the  money,  I  give  him  a 
cheque.  If  a  family  in  the  ward  is  in  dis- 
tress and  needs  coal  or  food  or  clothing  or 
anything  else,  I  write  out  a  cheque.  If  I 
find  a  boy  or  a  girl  who  is  having  difficulty 
getting  through  school  in  the  East,  I  send 
a  cheque.  Little  by  little,  I  exhaust  the 
thousand  dollars,  and  every  dollar  of  it  has 
gone  where  I  know  it  has  done  good.  Now, 
what  do  you  think  of  that? 

"  Well,"  I  said,  "  do  you  want  me  to 
tell  you  what  I  think  of  it? 

He  said,  "  Yes." 

I  said:  "  I  think  you  are  a  very  generous 
man  with  someone  else's  property. "  And 
he  nearly  tipped  the  car  over. 

(Continued  on  page  107.) 
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"How  often  would  I 

have  gathered  Thee  . 


>> 


By  President  J.  Reuben   Clark,  Jr. 

Address  delivered  at  the  Saturday  morning 
conference,  April  5,   1947, 

MY  brothers  and  sisters,  I  trust  that  the 
sweet  influence  of  the  Spirit  of  the 
Lord  which  has  been  with  us  thus  far  in 
this  conference  and  in  this  session  will  con- 
tinue with  us  while  I  stand  before  you. 

We  miss  this  morning  from  our  presence 
two  great  men,  Apostle  Callis,  whose  great- 
est love  was  his  fellow  men  and  his  desire 
and  purpose  to  spread  among  them  the 
truths  of  the  revealed  gospel  of  this  last 
dispensation ;  the  other,  Bishop  Ashton, 
who  loved  men  as  much  as  did  Apostle 
Callis,  whose  troubles,  the  troubles  of  men 
and  women,  appealed  to  him,  and  always 
he  did  all  that  he  could  do,  that  lay  within 
his  power  to  do,  to  alleviate  those  troubles. 
They  were  great  men.  They  have  gone  to 
a  great  reward  that  will  take  them  to  a 
place  in  the  celestial  kingdom  of  God. 

When  the  Saviour  was  just  leaving  Trans- 
Jordan  to  come  into  Jerusalem  to  be  cruci- 
fied, the  Pharisees  came  to  him  and  told 
him  that  Herod  was  seeking  to  kill  him. 
And  speaking  of  Herod  as  "  that  fox  "  the 
Saviour  said :  Tell  him  that  the  sick  are 
healed  and  that  the  blind  see.  Tell  him 
that  I  must  travel  to-day,  to-morrow,  and 
the  next  day,  "  for  it  cannot  be  that  a 
arophet  perish  out  of  Jerusalem."  (Luke 
13:33.) 

And  the  mention  of  Jerusalem  seemed  to 
have  awakened  in  his  mind  all  that  had 
gone  before  since  the  world  was,  particu- 
larly since  Jerusalem  was  built,  and  he 
said  : 

0  Jerusalem,  Jerusalem,  which  killest 
the  prophets,  and  stonest  them  that  are 
sent  unto  thee;  how  often  would  I  have 
gathered  thy  children  together,  as  a  hen 
doth  gather  her  brood  under  her  wings,  and 
ye  would  noil     (Luke  13:34.) 

When  he  came  to  Jerusalem  on  that  last 
mission  and  while  preaching  in  the  temple, 
he  uttered  that  fierce  denunciation  against 
the  Pharisees  and  the  Scribes,   the  fiercest 


session  of  the  With  annual  general 
in  the   Tabernacle. 


President  J.  Reuben  Clark,  Jr. 
that  I  know  of  in  all  history,  called  atten- 
tion to  the  fact  that  they  had  persecuted 
and  martyred  the  righteous,  and  then  again 
broke  forth  in  the  same  lament : 

0  Jerusalem,  Jerusalem,  thou  that  killest 
the  prophets,  and  stonest  them  which  are 
sent  unto  thee,  how  often  would  I  have 
gathered  thy  children  together,  even  as  a 
hen  gathereth  her  chickens  under  her 
wings,  and  ye  would  not  I  (Matthew  23:37.) 

That  is  the  motif  of  all  of  God's  dealings 
with  mankind,  always  forgiving,  always 
ready  to  accept  us  if  we  will  but  put  our- 
selves where  we  may  be  accepted.  His  ex- 
pression was  an  expression  of  the  divine 
love,  and  it  is  not  without  interest  that  in 
makng  his  comparison  he  spoke  of  the  love 
of  the  mother  hen,  mother  love,  the  nearest 
thing  we  know  to  divine  love. 

Ever  since  the  world  was,  he  has  offered 
us   opportunities   to   serve    him.        He   has 
tried  to  have  us  live  righteously.       He  has 
(Continued  on  page  106.) 
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By  ALBERT  E.  BOWEN 

Address  given  as  the  "  Church  of  the  Air 
Columbia  Broadcasting  System,  Sunday, 
Mountain  Standard  Time. 

FKIE.NDS  of  the  Church  of  the  Air: 
The  account  of  the  transcendent  event 
which  signalizes  this  day  and  entitles  it  to 
rank  among  the  first  of  all  memorial  days 
is  brief  and  simple. 


Albert  E.  Bovven 
(of  the  Council  of  the  Twelve). 

Jesus  of  Nazareth,  who  had  proclaimed 
himself  the  Son  of  God,  had  been  crucified 
and  his  sorely  tortured  body  entombed  in 
a  borrowed  sepulchre.  At  the  dawning  of 
the  third  day,  "  at  the  end  of  the  Sab- 
bath," certain  devoted  women  returned 
there  to  perform  some  unfinished  offices  for 
the  dead.  They  found  the  tomb  empty, 
and  his  burial  clothes  folded  together. 
Their  agitation  was  quieted  by  a  heavenly 
messenger  who,  announcing  that  he  knew 
they  had  come  seeking  Jesus,  gently  re- 
proved them  asking : 

.  .  .  Why  seek  ye  the  living  among  the 
dead  ? 

He  is  not  here,  but  is  risen:  remember 
how  he  spake  unto  you  when  he  was  yet  in 
Galilee, 


,  of  the  Council  of  Twelve 

sermon  over  Radio  Station  KSL  and  the 
April  6,   1947,  at  8.00  a.m., 

Saying,  The  son  of  man  must  be  delivered 
into  the  hands  of  sinful  men,  and  be  cruci- 
fied, and  the  third  day  rise  again. 

And  they  remembered  his  icords.     (Luke 

24:5-8.) 

The  record  adds  little  to  that  epoch- 
making  story  except  that  the  risen  Lord 
identified  himself  to  Mary,  one  of  the 
women;  then,  on  various  occasions,  to  his 
intimate  disciples,  and  finally  to  a  consider- 
able body  of  people  as  he  took  his  earthly 
leave  of  them. 

According  to  accepted  reckoning,  all  this 
happened  more  than  nineteen  hundred 
years  ago,  but  that  simple  account,  widely 
spread,  and  accredited  by  millions,  has  per- 
sisted without  interruption  down  through 
all  the  intervening  centuries.  To-dav,  be- 
tokening the  depth  of  its  penetration  into 
the  pattern  of  their  lives  and  the  farflung 
extent  of  its  dominion,  people,  over  that 
whole  broad  section  of  this  earth  compris- 
ing what  is  called  the  Christian  world,  will 
flock  in  multitudes  to  their  churches,  or 
have  already  done  so,  to  pay  homage  to  him 
who  crowned  his  earthly  ministry  of  mercy 
and  redemption  by  triumph  over  death, 
giving  assurance  of  the  indestructibility  of 
life  and  its  perpetuation  beyond  the  grave 
for  all  the  race  of  men.  That  is  the  mean- 
ing and  the  message  of  the  empty  tomb. 

But  the  story  comprehends  more  than  a 
mere  recital  of  the  incident  of  the  resurrec- 
tion. That,  standing  alone,  likely  could 
not  have  prevailed  over  the  opposition 
raised  against  it.  It  had  to  be  coupled 
with  the  life  and  works  and  teachings  of 
him  whose  body  came  forth  out  of  the 
stone-covered,  guard-protected  sepulchre. 
Neither  would  the  life  alone  nor  the  teach- 
ings alone  have  sufficed.  They  had  to  be 
crowned  with  the  sanction  of  immortality 
which  came  from  victory  over  the  grave. 
All  these — the  life,  the  teachings,  the 
death,  and  resurrection— are  inseparably 
bound  up  together,  into  one  whole  and  may 
not  be  considered  as  severable  parts. 
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The  integrity  of  the  unified  account  is 
enormously  fortified  by  subsequent  hap- 
penings, for  it  has  profoundly  changed  the 
course  of  the  world's  history  and  has  been 
the  determining  influence  that  has  for  long 
made  western  man  dominant  among  the 
peoples  of  this  earth. 

Clearly  this  phenomenal  consequence  was 
not  attributable  to  the  worldly  rank  or 
earthly  possession  of  Jesus.  He  had 
neither.  I  do  not,  however,  wish  to  dwell 
upon  the  humble  circumstances  of  his  birth 
nor  the  lowly  station  of  his  life.  All  this 
has  been  immemorially  the  subject  of 
eloquent  discourse. 

I  do,  though,  want  to  emphasize  that  the 
life  of  Jesus  was  not  lived  nor  his  doctrine 
propounded  among  a  benighted  or  naively 
credulous  people.  He  lived  and  wrought 
among,  and,  following  his  death,  his  dis- 
ciples carried  his  message  to  people  boast- 
ing a  two-thousand-year-old  civilization. 
The  banner  of  Rome  spread  out  over  all  the 
lands  whose  shores  are  washed  by  the 
waters  of  the  Mediterranean.  There  were 
converged  the  learning  of  the  ancients;  the 
record  of  the  laws  and  theistic  beliefs  of 
Israel  with  its  noble  literature  and  the 
majestic  messages  of  the  Hebrew  prophets ; 
the  art,  literature;  poetry,  and  music  of 
Greece ;  the  fruits  of  the  organisational  and 
governmental  genius  of  Rome.  There,  in 
the  heart  of  the  wrorld's  culture,  Christi- 
anity was  born.  That  is  where,  among 
the  peoples  who  had  created  that  culture, 
the  Church  found  its  early  adherents  and 
sent  down  its  firm-bedded  roots.  There 
it  won  its  place  and  got  itself  accepted  as 
the  worship  of  the  majority  of  the  people 
of  the  erstwhile  persecuting  empire  and 
spread  itself  over  all  the  nations  of  the 
western  world,  stamping  them  with  the 
very  name  of  Christ.  From  thenceforth  it 
has  influenced  and  shaped  the  course  of 
nations,  supplying  them,  to  this  day,  their 
noblest  ideals,  their  best  standards  for 
evaluation  of  behaviour  according  to  which 
conduct  is  extolled  as  being  right  or  con- 
demned as  being  wrong,  introducing  the 
concept  of  human  brotherhood  and  of  the 
individual  worth  and  dignity  of  man.  His- 
tory furnishes  no  parallel  to  the  power  and 
influence  of  Jesus  the  Christ.  In  all  the 
achievements  of  the  nineteen  centuries 
since  his  death,  nothing  has  been  produced 


to  challenge  this  preeminence.  In  this 
marvellous  day  when  study  of  physical 
forces  has  seemed  to  bring  knowledge  about 
them  almost  to  its  very  pinnacle,  there  is 
in  all  our  learning,  physical  or  metaphysi- 
cal, mystical  or  philosophical,  nothing  to 
grip  the  hearts  of  men  as  they  have  been 
gripped  by  the  compelling  power  of  the 
Man  of  Galilee.  "  Whence  hath  this  man 
his  power? 

In  all  his  teachings  Jesus  emphasized  the 
supremacy  of  the  spirit.  The  message  he 
committed  to  his  disciples  was  a  spiritual 
message,  whose  power  was  inherent  in  it- 
self and  not  derived  from  any  materialistic 
source  or  dependent  on  the  caprice  of 
human  favour.  That  is  the  secret  of  its 
conquest.  He  came  teaching  not  a  mere 
code  of  ethics,   but  a  religion. 

That  is  what  he  commissioned  his  dis- 
ciples to  spread  everywhere.  His  charge 
to  them  was, 

Go  ye  therefore,  and  teach  all  nations, 
baptizing  them  in  the  name  of  the  Father, 
and  of  the  Son,  and  of  the  Holy  Ghost: 

Teaching  them  to  observe  all  things 
whatsoever  I  have  commanded  you.  .  .  . 
{Matthew  28:19,  20.) 

The  reality  and  directive  authority  of 
God,  he  made  the  central  theme  of  all  his 
teaching,  declaring  that  he  had  come  from 
the  Father  to  whom  he  would  return  and 
whose  will  alone  he  had  come  to  do.  He 
prayed  fervently  to  the  Father  and  taught 
his  disciples  to  do  so.  It  was  to  those  who 
believe  in  the  Father  that  he  promised 
eternal  life.  The  last  words  he  uttered  as 
he  died  upon  the  cross  were :  ' '  Father,  into 
thy  hands  I  commend  my  spirit."  (Luke 
23:46.)  Implicit  in  all  this  is  the  doctrine 
that  he  lived  premortally  with  God  and  is 
his  Son.  He  distinguished  man,  too,  as 
an  eternal  being,  a  child  of  God,  thus  bring- 
ing him  into  direct  relationship  with  the 
Father  and  the  Son.  Nothing  else  so  dig- 
nifies man  or  stabilizes  him  in  his  behaviour 
once  his  soul  is  pierced  with  that  convic- 
tion. 

That  concept,  basic  in  the  ■  Christian 
religion,  shaped  the  thought  processes  of 
men  and  expressed  itself  not  only  in  their 
forms  of  worship  but  also  in  the  secular 
affairs  of  their  lives  and  in  the  very  frame- 
works of  civil  governments  themselves.  It 
is  at  the  foundation  of  the  whole  civiliza- 
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tion  and  culture  of  the  Christian  nations  of 
the  world. 

How  stands  that  civilization,  if  we  pause 
to  assess  it,  this  Easter  day? 

It  is  sick,  terrifyingly  sick,  the  whole 
world  is,  and  everybody  knows  it.  Hate, 
suspicion,  envy,  covetousness,  and  lust  for 
power,  stalk  the  earth,  keeping  the  whole 
globe  in  turmoil.  Gripped  by   fear,   the. 

nations  are  congealed  with  terror.  Christian 
civilization  has  suffered  a  tragic  moral  col- 
lapse. No  thoughtful  person  disputes  that. 
But  it  is  very  doubtful  if  we  have  correctly 
diagnosed   the   malady.  Bather   does   it 

seem  that  we  are  toying  with  symptoms 
while  the  root  causes  of  the  disease  are  left 
to  flourish  and  propagate,  administering 
palliatives  instead  of  cures. 

Commonly  we  attribute  our  ills  to  the 
war.  That  is  an  explanation  so  ready  at 
hand.  War  is  ugly  anyway,  and  the 
source  of  so  much  evil  that  it  is  easy  to 
lump  onto  it  the  sole  responsibility  for  all 
our  afflictions.  But  it  is  clear  that  the 
war  is  not  the  root  cause  of  our  disorders. 
It  is  only  a  symptom,  evidence  of  a  basic 
ailment  which  produced  it.  If  the  war  had 
been  the  cause,  then  the  cause  wTould  have 
been  removed  when  the  fighting  stopped, 
and  we  should  have  had  only  to  convalesce 
from  the  sickness.  That  is  not  what  hap- 
pened. We  seem  further  from  peace  now 
than  when  the  battle  was  raging.  The 

pressure  of  the  conflict  had  some  cohesive, 
unifying  power  which  is  now  wanting. 
Many  small  nations  seem  merely  to  have 
changed  masters,  and  their  lot  is  not  im- 
proved. They  seem  to  have  lost  all  im- 
mediate prospect  for  controlling  their  own 
destinies.  War  is  rightly  recognized  as  an 
evil  scourge,  and  there  is  a  feverish  desire 
to  prevent  its  recurrence.  But  war  arises 
out  of  antecedent  causes,  and  the  only  way 
to  prevent  it  is  to  remove  those  causes. 

The  truth  of  the  matter  is  that  our 
problem  is  a  spiritual  problem,  and  unless 
that  is  solved,  our  civilization  is  lost.  The 
cure  does  not  lie,  as  so  many  fondly  believe, 
entirely  in  technical  and  economic  recon- 
struction. I  have  already  said  that  the 
civilization  of  Christendom  is  founded  on 
belief   of    God.  You    will    destroy    that 

civilization  if  you  let  its  basis  perish.  To 
live,  it  needs  constant  nourishment'  at  the 
source.  The  Nazi  vouth  were  cut  com- 


pletely off  the  Christian  practices  which 
had  been  the  basis  of  man's  living  for  cen- 
turies. They  were  trained  to  deny  Christ's 
teachings;  so  were  fche  Fascist  youth.  You 
know  the  result,  and  it  was  not  good.  Un- 
fortunately the  undermining  of  Christian 
faith  has  not  been  confined  to  Nazidom,  or 
to  Fascist  controlled  lands  or  to  Bolsbevik 
revolutionaries.  True,  the  same  methods 
have  not  been  used  in  most  parts  of 
Christendom,  but  destructive  influences 
have  nonetheless  been  long  at  work  all  over 
the  Christian  world. 

Jesus  is  reduced  from  Godhood  to  the 
status  of  a  mere  moralist,  and  his  teach- 
ings from  a  religion  to  a  code  of  worth} 
ideals  without  binding  force.  The  man- 
centered  humanistic  creed  by  which  it 
is  sought  to  supplant  the  God-centered 
Christian  religion  is  thus  stated  by  one  high 
in  the  realm  of  educational  thought. 
...The  cosmos  as  a  whole,  out  of  which 
human  life  emerges,  gives  no  evidence  of 
being,  or  wishing  to  be,  intelligent.  The 
human  spirit  is  alone  in  an  otherwise  non- 
human,  non-spiritual  universe.  Whatever  it 
has,  or  may  ever  have  of  sensitiveness,  of 
wisdom,  of  generosity,  of  freedom,  of 
justice,  it  has  made,  a?id  will  make,  for 
itself.  (Alexander  Meiklejohn,  Education 
Between  Two  Worlds.) 

Over  against  this  humanistic  atheism  I 
set  the  confession  of  a  doctor  of  philosophy, 
teacher  in  one  of  our  large  universities,  who 
was  sent  to  Germany  to  record  the  emotions 
and  reactions  of  the  defendants  at  the 
Nuremberg  trials.  As  he  went  through  his 
experiences  there,  and  after  having  wit- 
nessed the  desolation  of  that  ravaged  land, 
he  is  reported  to  have  said  : 

7  was  one  of  those  smart  boys  who  at  my 
university  used  to  ridicule  the  idea  of  God 
and  who  helped  my  students  mock  him. 
But  now  as  I  stand  in  this  place  of  utter 
ruin  and  see  the  judgment  of  God  which 
has  come  upon  this  city,  and  this  people, 
and  which  is  crushing  these  defendants,  the 
leaders  of'  Germany,  I  am  going  back  to 
America  and  cry  with  the  loudest  voice  I 
can  muster:  "  It  is  time  that  we  turn 
back  to  God,  lest  a  worse  fate  befall   us." 

It  cannot  be  forgotten  that  the  scourging 
war,  which  has  just  devastated  the  earth, 
broke  out  right  in  the  heart  of  so-called 
Christendom.       Christian  nation  destroving 
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Christian  nation.  The  degradation  left  in 
its  wake,  the  tragic  collapse  of  morals,  the 
earth-searing  desolation  spread  everywhere, 
and  the  tottering  of  the  whole  social  order 
among  peoples  who  have  forgotten  God, 
should  teach  us  lessons  in  humility  and 
make  us  know  that  puny  man,  of  himself, 
standing  in  the  midst  of  this  universal 
wreckage,  "is  no  more  capable  of  saving 
the  world  than  he  was  of  creating  it  in  the 
first  place." 

It  is  high  sounding  to  deny  divinity  and 
CO  bay  that  man  must  make  for  himselt 
whatever  he  has  or  may  ever  have.  Men 
may  profess  to  accept  Jesus  as  a  great 
moral  teacher  and  his  doctrines  as  compris- 
ing the  best  code  of  ethics  the  world  has 
known.  But  his  ethical  and  moral  teach- 
ings derive  their  influence  over  the  lives  of 
men  out  of  the  majesty  of  divine  authority 
with  which  Christ's  gospel  invested  them. 
There  they  have  their  roots.  They  cannot 
support  a  civilization  if  severed  from  their 
nourishing  roots  any  more  than  the  bloom 
of  a  flower  can  be  kept  after  cut  from  its 
parent   stem.  We  have   been   trying  to 

maintain  faith  in  a  Christian  ethic  without 
faith  in  the  religion  that  produced  it.  That 
cannot  be  done  !  True,  a  civilization  and 
its  culture  may  go  on  after  a  fashion  after 
it  has  lost  faith  in  the  power  from  which  it 
rose,  carried  on  by  its  acquired  momentum. 
But  unless  it  is  nourished  at  the  roots,  it 
will  ultimately  exhaust  the  surplus  on 
which  it  draws.  You  can  no  more  go  on 
drawing  indefinitely  on  moral  reserves  with- 
out replenishment,  than  you  can  go  on 
drawing  from  a  bank  without  keeping  the 
account  current  by  new  deposits.  For  too 
long  now  the  civilization  of  Christendom 
has  been  living  on  the  remnants  of  a  dis- 
carded faith.  Its  weakened  condition  is 
apparent  in  the  lack  of  moral  direction 
which  characterizes  these  times.  It  is  the 
teaching  of  history  that  moral  decay  follows 
upon  the  withering  of  belief  of  God. 

A  committee  comprising  the  most  promi- 
nent clergy  of  England,  after  prolonged 
study,  reported: 

...  a  sharp  decline  in  truthfulness,  per- 
sonal honesty,  an  alarming  spread  of  sexual 
laxity,  and  of  the  gambling  fever.  Magis- 
trates have  expressed  their  anxiety  at  the 
rise  of  juvenile  crime.  School  teachers 
complain    at    the    difficulty    of    impressing 


upon  their  young  charges  the  abomination 
of  lying  and  stealing  which  they  copy  from 
their  elders  at  home. 

The  sorriest  part  about  it  all,  is  that  the 
most  debasing  vices  are  practised  without 
shame  or  remorse.  But  these  things,  too, 
are  but  symptoms  of  a  blighting  distemper 
bedded  down  deep  in  the  souls  of  men. 
The   committee   found  : 

Depravity  is  the  sure  symptom  of  spirit- 
ual disease.  The  idea  of  man  as  a  respon- 
sible person  is  in  danger  of  disappearing 
with  the  loss  of  belief  in  a  Living  God. 

You  have  only  to  read  our  own  press  to 
know  that  conditions  in  our  country  closely 
parallel  those  deplored  by  the  English 
clergy.  If  you  do  not  think  so,  read  the 
column  in  the  Los  Angeles  Times  giving 
the  list  of  crimes  for  a  day  in  that  city. 

It  should  be  remembered  that  it  was  the 
religion  Jesus  brought — the  gospel — that 
won  over  Rome  against  such  overwhelming 
odds.  The  men  whom  he  picked  and  left 
behind  to  represent  him,  and  whom  he 
commissioned  to  spread  his  gospel  all  over 
the  world  were  lowly  men,  without  politi- 
cal power  or  armed  might.  The  only  re- 
source they  had  was  the  message  of  the 
Master  had  left  them  and  bidden  them  pro- 
claim. The}  had  to  fight  every  step  of 
their  way  forward  against  the  unleashed 
fury  of  the  mightest  empire  on  earth.  They 
believed  to  the  depth  of  their  souls  in  the 
truth  of  what  they  declared.  Their 
strength  was  their  unyielding  faith  in  the 
Living  God  and  in  the  redemptive  mission 
of  Jesus  the  Christ. 

Our  observance  of  this  Easter  day, 
though  we  may  have  thronged  to  our 
churches,  will  be  futile  unless  we  come 
from  them  refreshed  in  that  faith  and 
strengthened  in  the  will  to  restore  it  as  the 
power  that  can  save  the  world. 

Improvement  Era. 

"How  often  would  I  have  gathered  Thee  ..." 

— From  page  102. 
forgiven,  over  and  over  again.  He  has 
tried  to  bring  us  back  to  him.  Enoch, 
Noah,  Moses — think  of  how  patient  he  was 
with  Israel,  the  destruction  of  the  first-born 
of  Egypt,  the  crossing  of  the  Bed  Sea,  the 
providing  of  the  manna,  the  striking  of  the 
rock  in  the  wilderness. 

When  it  came  to  the  time  of  the  Saviour 
himself,  think  how  he  tried  to  lead  them  to 
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repentance,  forgiving  wherever  he  found 
people  worthy  of  forgiveness.  All  through 
the  history  of  Israel  there  has  run  that  one 
sentiment : 

How  often  would  I  have  gathered  thee 
but  thou  wouldst  not: 

In  our  day  the  same  thing  is  true.  Time 
and  time  and  time  again  he  has  called  us 
to  serve  him,  „and  has:  given  us  mighty 
promises  as  to  what  he  would  do  if  we 
would  but  do  our  part.  The  Church  had 
scarcely  organized  when  he  gave  the  great 
law  of  temporal  and  spiritual  salvation,  the 
United  Order.  And  remember,  that  the 
Lord  very  early  said  that  to  him  all  things 
were  spiritual,  that  he.  never  had  given  a 
law  which  was  temporal.  He  tried  to  get 
us  to  live  the  commandments  that  he  had 
given  in  the  matter  of  the  United  Order 
that  none  might  suffer,  that  all  who  needed 
might  be  provided  for,  that  all  might  be 
his  people,  happy,  one  with  another,  be- 
cause of  no  jealousies  of  excess  in  one  and 
deficiency   in   another.  But   the   people 

could  not  live  it.  After  three  years  and 
four  months  he  was  forced  to  take  it  away, 
suspend  it,  and  if  you  want  to  know  why  it 
was  suspended  I  refer  you  to  the  fifty-sixth 
section  of  the  Doctrine  and  Covenants,  be- 
ginning with  the  fourteenth  verse.  There 
is  crystallized  his  denunciation  of  selfish- 
ness and  greed  against  us  of  this  dispensa- 
tion. We  tried  other  measures  when  we 
came  here  to  the  valleys,  but  they  were  no 
more   successful.  Here  in   the   last  few 

years  we  have  set  up  another  plan,  tem- 
poral but  spiritual.       He  is  again  trying  us. 

How  often  would  I  have  gathered  thee 
together  as  a  hen  gathers  her  chickens 
under  her  wings  '.' — that  is  the  issue,  my 
brothers  and  sisters. 

I  do  not  need  to  belabour  the  need  we 
have  or  that  we  are  likely  to  see  grow 
greater,  particularly  in  this  country  with 
unemployment  coming  on.  We  shall  all 
need  help,  even  those,  perhaps,  with  the 
most.  Yesterday's  sermons  told  of  the 

needs  of  our  brothers  and  sisters  who  are 
in  foreign  lands.  Are  we  going  to  meet 
this  challenge  and  provide  for  those  who 
are  in  need  of  help  or  are  we  going  to  let 
matters  go  and  take  up  our  time  com- 
plaining ? 

I  want  to  repeat  the  suggestion  I  have 
made  before,   the  thought  was  inspired  by 


the  reports  that  ramc  that  some  of  the 
brethren  were  counting  out  what  a  terrible 
load  they  had  in  dollars  and  cents.  Their 
computations  surely  made  it  big  enough. 
If  1  remember  rightly,  the  Lord  com- 
manded Israel  that  she  should  not  take  a 
census,  should  not  count  her  men.  I  do 
not  know  why  the  command  was  given,  but 
I  suspect  it  was  because  if  they  counted 
and  saw  how  few  they  were,  they  would 
lose  all  heart  to  fight  the  battles  which  they 
had  to  fight.  And  the  record  is  that  when 
they  did  not  count,  God  blessed  them.  If 
I  were  you  presidents  of  stakes,  chairmen 
of  regions,  I  do  not  believe  I  would  spend 
too  much  time  figuring  out  how  much 
money  I  had  to  raise  but  go  to  work  and 
raise  it. 

I  repeat,  as  I  see  it,  we  are  again  on 
trial.  The  Lord  is  giving  us  a  continu- 
ing opportunity  to  serve  him,  to  work  out 
his  plan,  the  plan  which  he  gave  certainly 
as  far  back  as  Sinai. 

May  the  Lord  bless  us,  give  us  the  power 
to  hold  fast  to  the  eternal  truths  he  has 
revealed.  May  he  open  our  vision  that  we 
may  see  our  duty  to  our  fellow  citizens,  to 
our  fellow  members  of  the  Church  wherever 
they  are.  May  he  take  out  of  our  hearts 
all  feelings  of  hate  and  leave  there  only 
love  for  those  who  belong  to  us  and  to  our 
Heavenly  Father,  I  humbly  pray  in  the 
name  of  Jesus.       Amen. 

Improvement  Era. 
The  Story  of  a  Generous  Man From  page  101. 

He  said,   "  What  do  you  mean? 

I  said,  "  You  have  an  idea  that  you  have 
paid  your  tithing? 
Yes,"  he  said. 

I  said:  "  You  have  not  paid  any  tithing. 
You  have  told  me  what  you  have  done  with 
the  Lord's  money,  but  you  have  not  told 
me  that  you  have  given  anyone  a  penny  of 
your  own.  He  is  the  best  partner  you 
have  in  the  world.  He  gives  you  every- 
thing you  have,  even  the  air  you  breathe. 
He  has  said  you  should  take  one-tenth  of 
what  comes  to  you  and  give  it  to  the 
Church  as  directed  by  the  Lord.  You 
haven't  done  that;  you  have  taken  your 
best  partner's  money,  and  have  given  it 
away." 

Well,  I  will  tell  you  there  was  quiet  in 
the  car  for  some  time.  We  rode  on  to 

Salt  Lake  City  and  talked  about  other 
things.  (Continued  on  page  108.) 
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South  African  Mission  Presidency 


IN  keeping  with  instructions  from  the  First 
Presidency  of  the  Church  all  Missions 
of  the  Church  will  in  the  future  be  presided 
over   bv    a   Mission   Presidency — the   Presi- 


President  June  B.  Sharp, 
dent  and  two  Counsellors.       One  Counsellor 
to  be  selected  from  among  the  Missionaries 
and  the  other  from  the  Priesthood  members 
of  the  Mission. 

The  responsibility  of  the  Mission  leader- 
ship is  to  be  divided  and  the  Mission  Presi- 
dent to  devote  his  time  mostly  to  the  activi- 
ties of  the  Missionaries  in  their  assigned 
fields  of  labour. 

The  First  Presidency  and  Council  of  the 
Twelve  have  approved  appointment  of 
William  Irvin  Poulter,  Jnr.,  as  First 
Counsellor  and  Elder  Thomas  Yeudall 
Wilson  as  Second  Counsellor  in  the  Mission 
Presidency.  These   Brethren   will   serve 

until  a  new  Mission  President  is  appointed 
and  he  will  then  be  free  to  select  his 
counsellors. 

Elder  Poulter  arrived  in  the  Mission  dur- 
ing October,  1946,  and  since  has  served  as 
Presiding  Elder  in  the  Cape  District.  He 
has  been  successful  in  meeting  a  host  of 
fine  friends  in  his  tracting  work. 


Elder  William   Irvin  Poulter,  Jr. 
Elder  Wilson,   is  well  known  throughout 
the  mission.  He  served  two  years  as  a 

missionary  under  the  leadership  of  Presi- 
dent Dalton.  During  his  life  he  has  been 
devoted  and  true  to  his  testimony  of  the 
divinity  of  this  latter  day  work.  During 
the  years  he  has  been  actively  engaged  in 
the  leadership  of  the  Gordon's  Club  in 
Cape  Town.  Many  boys  have  benefited 
by  his  influence  and  good  example. 


Elder   Thomas    Yeudall   Wilson. 
The  Story  of  a   Generous   Man. — From  p.   107. 

About  a  month  after  that  I  met  him  on 
the  street.  He  came  up,  put  his  arm  in 
mine,  and  said:  "  Brother  Smith,  I  am 
paying  my  tithing  the  same  way  you  do." 
I  was  very  happy  to  hear  that. 

Not  long  before  he  died,  he  came  into  my 
office  to  tell  me  what  he  was  doing  with  his 
own  money.  Improvement  Era. 


August,    1947. 


CUMORAH'S  SOUTHERN  MESSENGER. 


ion 


ABOUT  THE  MISSION 


FBOM  the  Springs  Branch  we  learn  that 
it  was  just  like  old  times  on  Sunday, 
June  15th,  with  the  return  of  the  mission- 
aries, Elders  Eozsa  and  Kuttler.  Every- 
one enjoyed  the  few  days  the  Elders  spent 
in  the  Branch  and  it  is  hoped  it  won't  be 
long  before  they  have  Elders  staying  there. 

Sincere  sympathy  is  sent  to  Sister  Dinah 
Jubber  on  the  death  of  her  mother,  Mrs. 
Marais,  at  Paarl. 

Congratulations  and  best  wishes  to  Mary 
Jubber,  eldest  daughter  of  Brother  and 
Sister  C.  Jubber  on  her  marriage  to  Mr. 
Andrew  Staydom. 

The  members  in  the  Springs  Branch  are 
sorry  to  say  farewell  to  Brother  Douglas 
and  Mrs.  Phillips,  Maureen  and  Gail  who 
have  gone  to  make  their  home  in  Lichten- 
burg.  We  wish  them  success  and  happi- 
ness in  their  new  surroundings. 

The  Bamah  Branch  Presidency  has  pur- 
chased a  fine  amplifier,  and  all  the  func- 
tions sponsored  by  the  various  organizations 
will  benefit. 

Bamah  celebrated  the  24th  of  July  with 
a  dinner  at  Bamah  followed  by  a  dance.  A 
fitting  celebration  for  an  important  occasion. 

We  regret  to  hear  of  the  illness  of  Sister 
Jacobs,  of  Berea. 

The  Primary  at  Bamah  gave  a  party  on 
the  19th  of  June  for  the  closing  of  the  meet- 
ings for  the  winter  months.  The  Bee  Hive 
girls  had  a  jubilee  sale  on  Saturday,  Julv 
5th. 

Fireside  chats  are  being  enjoyed  by  the 
younger  members  of  the  Bamah  Branch 
every  Sunday  night  after  church. 

On  the  5th  and  6th  of  July,  we  received 
five  more  missionaries.  We  extend  a  hearty 
welcome  to  them  and  wish  them  every  suc- 
cess. Elder  Merlin  H.  Workman,  Gr.  Bonald 
Bowles,  Jule  L.  C.  Perry  arrived  Saturday 
night  aboard  the  Walt  Whitman,  and  Elder 
Grant  F.  Chandler  and  Milton  V.  Backman 
arrived  early  Sunday  morning  aboard  the 
Fairwind.  Elders  Bowles  and  Chandler 
have  already  joined  Elders  Bozsa  and 
Kuttler  in  Johannesburg  and  the  other  three 
are  being  initiated  into  an  active  life  here 
at  Cumorah. 

The  Bee  Hive  Girls  at  Cumorah  held  a 
Mother's  and  Daughter's  party  on  the  27th 
of  June. 


The  editor  failed  to  mention  the  cantata. 

From  Olivet  to  Calvary,"  which  was  put 
on  by  the  Cumorah  Choir  several  weeks  ago. 
It  was  a  very  inspirational  occasion.  Guest 
artist  was  Mr.  Aubrey  Cowan,  soloists 
Sister  Beatrice  Julyan  and  Brother  John  T. 
Y.   Wilson,   Sister  Viola  Taylor  chorister. 

An   M.    Men   and   Gleaner   "  Fun  Fair 
was  held  on  July  1st  in  the  Becreation  Hall 
and  it  was  an  outstanding  success. 

A  Surprise  Party  was  held  Friday,  July 
11th,  sponsored  by*  the  M.I. A.  The  party 
ended  up  at  the  home  of  Sister  Cecilia 
Harvey  where  everyone  had  a  good  time 
playing  games  and  enjoying  refreshments. 

Congratulations  to  Brother  and  Sister 
Lionel  C.  Bibb  on  their  baby  son  which 
came  to  bless  them  on  the  14th  of  July. 

The  Centennial  Week  of  Celebrations  at 
Cumorah  have  been  a  wonderful  success. 
The  Sunday  School  and  Belief  Society  pro- 
grammes given  on  Sunday,  July  20th,  were 
befitting  the  opening  of  such  an  important 
week,  and  they  were  attended  by  large 
crowds  both  in  the  morning  and  evening. 
Tuesday  evening  was  celebrated  with  a 
Barn  Dance  held  in  the  Becreation  Hall. 
Everyone  came  dressed  in  Pioneer  costumes 
denoting  the  occasion,  the  hall  was  de- 
corated with  pine  trees  and  straw  covered 
the  floor.  Befreshments  were  served  from 
the  back  end  of  a  simulated  prairie 
schooner.  The  Primary  held  a  tree  plant- 
ing ceremony  Thursday  afternoon,  planting 
a  lovely  Gardenia  tree  in  the  church  yard. 
Thursday  evening  a  Branch  social  was  held 
with  many  interesting  events  on  the  pro- 
gramme. Friday  evening  a  large  semi- 
formal  dance  was  held  in  the  Becreation 
Hall.  On  Saturday  evening  a  delicious 
dinner  was  served  by  the  Belief  Society  fol- 
lowed by  a  Pioneer  programme,  thus  ending 
the  social  activities  of  the  week.  A  District 
Conference  at  Cumorah  on  Sunday,  the 
27th  completed  the  commemoration  of  the 
Centennial  Celebration.  A  baptismal  ser- 
vice was  held  in  the  afternoon.  During  the 
meeting  Bro.  and  Sister  Francis  G.  Butt, 
two  of  their  daughters,  Frances  and  Sheila, 
and  Sister  Joan  Baker  were  baptized.  We 
welcome  them  into  our  midst  and  pray  that 
their  love  for  this  work  and  their  testimony 
shall  ever  grow.       In  the  evening  the  main 
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speakers  were  President  and  Sister  Sharp. 
The  entire  week  was  a  huge  success ;  every- 
one who  participated  enjoyed  themselves 
immensely.  The   spirit  of  gratitude   and 

rejoicing  was  deeply  felt  at  all  occasions. 

With  reverence  and  thanksgiving  we  are 
grateful  to  those  humble  pioneers  who  were 
so  willing  to  sacrifice  that  they  and  their 
posterity  and  those  seeking  after  the  truth 
of  Jesus  Christ,  might  enjoy  what  they 
knew  to  be  the  work  of  God  on  earth  to- 
day. 

The  Conference  of  the  European  Mission 
Presidents  was  held  in  Malmo,  Sweden, 
July    16th   to    19th.  All   the    European 

Missions  were  represented  except  the  South 
African  Mission,  President  Alma  Sonne, 
of  the  European  Mission,  presided.  Elder 
Archibald  F.  Bennett,  Secretary  of  the 
Genealogical  Society  of  the  Church,  was 
also  in   attendance.  Reports  from  each 

Mission  were  heard  and  analyzed.  Before 
the  war  this  event  was  an  annual  affair  and 
will  likely  continue  to  be  so  in  the  future. 

RELIEF   SOCIETY    CORNER 

IDA  G.  SHARP 

HEAVENLY  PINEAPPLE  ICE  BOX 

DESSERT. 

1  packet  of  Marie  biscuits  or  any  plain, 
sweetened  biscuit  or  Vanilla  Wafers. 

J  lb.  butter. 

1%  cups  of  icing  sugar  (powdered  sugar). 

i  pint  whipping  cream. 

2  eggs. 

1    large    tin   of    pineapple*  shredded    or 
cut  in  very  small  pieces. 

Method : 
Cream  butter  and  sugar  well  and  beat 
eggs  in  one  at  a  time.  Grind  or  roll  biscuits 
fine.  Put  one  half  of  crumbs  in  bottom  of 
dish.  Now  pour  the  butter  mixture  on. 
Drain  the  pineapple  and  put  on  the  egg 
mixture.  Whip  cream  stiff  and  put  on  top 
of  the  pineapple.  Now  sprinkle  the  rest 
of  the  crumbs  on  the  top.  Put  in  icebox 
for  twelve  hours  or  longer.  When  ready 
to  serve  top  with  a  little  whipped  cream. 
This  amount  serves  12.  To  serve  in  sher- 
bert  glasses  make  in  a  baking  dish  or 
caserole.  To  serve  on  plates  make  in  a 
low  pan.  A  Maraschino  cherry  on  top  of 
cream  when  ready  to  serve  adds  to  it. 


Sunday  School  Sacrement  Gem 

and    Concert     Recitations    for 

September,   1947 

Sacrement  Gem. 

May   the   grace   of   Christ   our   Saviour 
And  the  Father's  boundless  love 

With  the  Holy  Spirit's  favour 
Rest  upon  us  from  above. 

Gospel   Doctrine. 

And  it  must  needs  be  that  the  devil 
should  tempt  the  children  of  men,  or  they 
could  not  be  agents  unto  themselves ;  for 
if  they  never  should  have  bitter  they  could 
not  know  the  sweet. 

D.  and  C.  29:39. 

Gospel   Message. 

Fear  God,  and  keep  his  commandments : 
for  this  is  the  whole  duty  of  man.  For 
God  shall  bring  every  work  into  judgment, 
with  every  secret  thing,  whether  it  be  good, 
or  whether  it  be  evil. 

Ecclesiastes  12:13,  14. 

Seniors. 

.  .  .  yea  seek  ye  out  of  the  best  books 
words  of  wisdom ;  seek  learning  even  by 
study  and  also  by  faith. 

D.  and  C.  88:118. 

Juniors. 

Cease  to  be  idle ;  cease  to  be  unclean ; 
cease  to  find  fault  one  with  another ;  cease 
to   sleep   longer  than  is  needful. 

D.  and  C.  88:124. 

Intermediate    Classes. 

And  all  things,  whatsoever  ye  shall  ask 
in  prayer,  believing,  ye  shall  receive. 

Matt.  21:22. 

Primary. 

For  God  so  loved  the  world,  that  he  gave 
his   only   begotten    Son.        John   3:16. 

Kindergarten. 

Let  each  hour  be  full  of  sunshine 
Pleasure  comes  from  doing  good. 

Life  is  full  of  happy  moments 
When  life's  aim  is  understood. 

The  Human  Culture  Digest. 
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Is  Mormonism  the  Remedy? 


By  VIVIAN 

BECAUSE.  I  am  responsible  to  more  than 
six  million  people  for  their  Sunday 
morning  review  of  world  affairs,  my  work 
demands  two  pre-requisites  above  all  others 
— realism  and  accuracy.  I  deal  only  in 
cold,  hard  facts  which  I  try  to.,  present  in 
true  perspective  and  in  balanced  relation 
with  each  other. 

Sometimes  truth  is  unpalatable.  Often 
it  shakes  pre -conceived  ideas,  disproves 
accepted  beliefs  and  shatters  dearly 
cherished  dreams. 

Yet  truth  remains  truth.  It  is  in- 
escapable. 

But  if  it  exacts  its  price  it  also  gives 
generous  compensation.  It  is  the  only 
touchstone  in  man's  history  that  is  cap- 
able of  transmuting  base  materialism  into 
spiritual  gold. 

That,  at  least,  is  what  I  have  learnt  from 
my  experience  of  the  greater  world,  an  ex- 
perience that  ranges  from  being  brother  to 
a  beggar  to  being  fellow  to  a  King. 

It  is  therefore  within  the  framework  of 
this  experience  that  I  propose  to  answer 
two  questions  that  are  put  to  ine  a  dozen 
times  a  week  in  as  many  languages. 

'  What  is  the  remedy  to  restore  the 
world  to  sanity  and  safety  ?  Or  are  we 
rushing  hopelessly  to  perdition  like  the 
Gadarene  swine  ?  ' ' 

Let  me  begin  my  reply  by  taking  you 
back  more   than   ten  years.  Remember 

Hitler  climbing  to  the  peak  of  his  power? 
Remember  Mussolini?  Where  are  they 
now,  these  two  demigods  who  did  more 
than  any  other  two  men  in  history  to  blot 
out  the'  spiritual  striving  of  200,000,000 
souls  ? 

While  you  ponder  their  fate,  I  shall  re- 
call another  man — a  little  man,  a  gentle 
man,  a  man  whose  royal  lineage  goes  back 
to  before  Solomn,  a  man  who  had  lost  a 
Kingdom  and  yet  kept  his  faith  in  the  good- 
ness of  God. 

He  had  honoured  me  with  his  friendship 
and  one  day  as  we  spoke  in  the  little  room 
in  which  he  spent  most  of  his  exile,  he  re- 
marked wistfully,  f<  It  is  sad  beyond  words 
that  Europe  has  begun  its  plunge  into 
spiritual  darkness.  She  let  my  helpless 
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country  be  ravaged  with  gas  and  bombs. 
She  called  it  civilizing  blacks,  but  your  own 
white  nations  will  yet  live  to  admit  the 
stark  truth — that  by  distorting  the  Father's 
teaching  Europe  was  blackening  civiliza- 
tion.  ..." 

That  little  man  was  Haile  Selassie,  to- 
day again  Emperor  of  Ethiopia,  and  that  is 
what  is  wrong  to-day.  Europe,  the  cradle 
of  modern  civilization,  has  blackened  its 
fair  name  in  its  own  birthplace. 

Why  ? 

It    is    the    simple    fact    that    neither 

national  need  nor  international  greed  1ms 

brought  the  world  to  its  present  state  of 

disillusion,  of  doubt,  of  distrust,  of  dread 

of  to-morrow. 

It  is  simply  that    man    has  once   again 

forsaken  the   true   God  and  taken   to   the 

worship  of  Baal,   call  this  idol  what  you 

will — Power,    Science,    Wealth,    Material 

Knowledge.  .  .  . 

To-day  the  churches  of  England  are 
empty,  those  of  Europe  are  riddled  with 
political  intrigue.  In  the  fight  for  power 
and  riches,  son  rises  up  against  father  and 
brother  faces  brother  across  frontiers  of  hate 
and  suspicion. 

There  are  to-day  ten  million  homeless, 
stateless  people  in  Europe — every  one  a 
soul  "  in  God's  image  and  likeness  " — 
hungry,  saddened,  cold.  There  are  three 
million  children  who  know  only  the  refuge 
of  the  city  gutter  or  the  rural  ditch,  who 
cannot  ever  know  who  they  are,  or  who 
their  parents  are  or  whether  they  have  kith 
or  kin. 

Let  us  face  the  facts — the  hard,  cold 
facts  I  have  stressed.  Let  us  face  the  in- 
escapable realism  of  truth  which  will  re- 
main truth  no  matter  how  it  is  distorted 
by   wishful  thinking  or  wilful   twisting. 

The  saving  of  Europe's  millions — and, 
through  Europe,  countless  other  millions 
perhaps — lies  not  in  Europe.  Two  thousand 
years  of  war-scarred  history  is  surely 
enough  to  prove  one  thing — that  God's 
teachings  must  have  been  misinterpreted  if 
they  have  resulted  in  to-day's  state  of 
affairs. 
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It  is  a  historical  axiom  that  humanity 
suffers  only  when  humanity  discards  God 
because  he  has  so  freely  given  us  all  the 
requisites  for  true   happiness. 

Therefore  in  my  search  for  truth,  for 
the  salvation  of  these  unhappy  millions 
submerged  in  spiritual  darkness  behind 
the  glittering  facade  of  their  sparkling 
modernity  and  civilization,  I  was  led  to 
seek  deeper  and  further  than  Europe. 

And  I  found  one — comparatively — tiny 
oasis  in  this  twentieth  century  desert  of 
desolation.       Only  one. 

I  found  no  worship  there  of  false  gods. 
There  religion  is  not  debased  by  admixture 
with  power  politics  or  the  ambition  of  indi- 
viduals for  high  office  and  influence  in 
matters  of  state.  Indeed,  there  the  minis- 
try of  the  Temple  is  no  paid  sinecure,  but 
the  reverse — an  "incredible,"  even  Utopian 
idealism,  according  to  my  fellows,  but  the 
simple  truth  nevertheless. 

I  found  in  this  oasis  the  teachings  of 
Christ  being  taught  as  He  meant  them  to 
be  taught. 

Perhaps  the  credit  for  all  this  goes  to 
books  of  knowledge  and  authority  rejected 
by  the  intolerance  of  the  other  churches. 
I  do  not  know — yet. 

What  I  do  know  as  a  proved  fact  is 
that  in  this  oasis  Christ's  word  is  taught 
to-day  as  Christ  Himself  taught  two 
thousand  years  ago,  without  thought  of 
personal  gain,  without  thought  of  reward, 
with  only  faith  and  good  works.  It  con- 
tinues so  to  be  taught  there  despite  a 
hundred  years  of  persecution,  vilification 
and  deliberate  misrepresentation. 

The  world  calls  this  Church  Mormonism. 
Other  churches  decry  its  efforts  as  fiercely 
as  they  once  derided  its  growing  pains.  But 
like  the  Master  this  Church  serves  it  vilifies 
none.  In  its  teaching,  in  the  practice  of 
its  precepts  it  is  showing  the  world  that 
Christianity  that — shall  I  say,  I  learnt  in 
the  simple  prayers  at  my  mother's  knee. 
The   Christianity   of   Christ — not   the   mere 

Churchianity  "  of  Europe  to-day. 

To-day  I  can  find  no  single  other  form 

of    religion    that    does    offer — not    might 


offer  or  conditionally  offer — practical, 
spiritual  ease  for  the  ills  of  the  world's 
soxd,  and  practical,  material  comfort  for 
the  world's  hungry  and  shivering  mil- 
lions, those  millions  who  suffer  because 
they  have  perhaps  been  badly  led  to  the 
worship  of  the  Golden  Calf. 

Nowhere  can  I  find  in  the  record  of  its 
hundred  years  of  selfless  service  that 
Mormonism  has  blackened  civilization. 
Instead  it  is  a  proved  fact  that  every- 
where it  has  reached  it  has  brought  com- 
fort and  light. 

Europe — the  world — is  in  desperate  need 
of  light  and  comfort.  .  .  . 

Before  I  close  let  me  be  quite  clear  on 
one  point.  I  am  not  a  Mormon.  I  hold 
no  brief  for  Mormonism.  But  I  do  hold 
a  brief  for  truth  and  honesty  and  those 
simple  God-given  eternal  verities  that  we — 
humanity  at  large — have  so  often  thrown 
away  in  the  course  of  our  history. 

That  is  why  I  have  written  this  article. 
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